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Seeking an answer to terrorism

WILLEA R BEECHER

WASHINGTON -~ Adm. Stans-
field Turner, a former director of
the CIA, was addressing the flap
over a pamphlet_advising anti-
government guerrillas in Nicara-
gua on political assassinations'
and other dirty tricks.

He told reporters at a breakfast
meeting this week that one of the
problems was the Administra-
tion’s recall to active service of “a
lot of oldtime [CIA] emplovees,”
some of whom ~"Have not been
able to adapt” to the new restric-
tions on covert warfare.

It wasn't so many years ago
when the CIA was running the
Fhoenix program during the Viet-
nam war. For those with short
memories, that was a program
which in effect adopted the Viet
Cong's tactics of terrorism and as-
sassination against its own infra-
structure; of fighting fire with fire.

A succession of recent Presi-
dents, by executive order, have
barred assassinations, either di-
rectly by American operatives or

by their foreign hirelings or asso-’

ciates.
The issue came up again in the
‘televised campaign debate be-

tween Ronald Reagan and Walter .

Mondale. The President tried to
- lay the blame at the doorstep of a
CIA_contract employee who was
hired to teach tactics to the Con-
.-tras and. he implied, overzealous-
..ly produced a how-to pamphlet
_that contravened national policy.

. Higher-ups excised some particu-

:larly egregrious aspects, Reagan
'sald, but somehow 12 copies of the
.original draft got out.

Subsequent reporting, howev-
er, makes clear that the advice on
“neutralizing” Sandinista judges,
security officials and others was

not deleted. Guerrilla fighters cer-

tainly.understand that neutraliza-
tion does not mean social shun-
ning or house arrest. '

It is, of course, relatively easy
and correct for a civilized society
to condemn assassination as a
tool of national policy inh a situa-
tion such as the covert war in
Nicaragua.

But that answer is not so easy
in the case of state-sponsored ter-
rorism. such as the truck-bomb-
ings of American diplomatic and
military installations in Beirut.

- US officials are trying to come up

with appropriate responses.

President Reagan, as he took
office at a moment when the na-
tion was frustrated over the hos-
tage trauma in Iran, vowed that
terrorists would no longer be free
to strike at American personnel,
facilities and interests without be-
ing visited with swift and harsh
retaliation. That was before the
acts of terrorism in Beirut.

In this week's TV debate, Mon-

dale said: '‘The terrorists have.

won each time. The President told
the terrorists that he was going to

" retaliate. He didn't. They called

[his] bluff. And the bottom line is:
the United States left in humili-
ation, and our enemies are stron-

ger.
To which Reagan responded:

“I'm tempted to ask you what you

"would do . ... We are busy trying’

to find the centers where these op- |

erations stem from:and retaliation ;-

will be taken. But we are not going
to simply kill some people to say,
‘Oh, look, we got even.”

Officials charged with trying to

find meaningful answers are i

‘nearly stumped. To be sure, they

are trying to improve their intellj-
gence. They are also urging Syria
to block the movement of explo-
sives to radical Shiites and Iran-
ians in Lebanon, and Israel to pur-
sue its own counterterrorist inter-
ests there.

But they know that to simply

bomb a suspected terrorist train- 3
ing center near Baalbeck, Leba-

non, may kill some innocent by- "
standers and perhaps lead to an

escalation of anti-US violence |

throughout the Mideast and be-
yond. If the evidence should show
that the truck-bombings were
masterminded, say, in Tehran,
should they consider sending

.bombers or assassins there?

‘Would that be moral, legal, jus-
tifiable or effective? Would stern-
private warnings suffice or be

laughed off as a sign of weakness? -
To the extent that state-direct- .

ed terrorism increasingly becomes
viewed as a.low-risk, high-payoff,
politically potent alternative to
war-making against a strong,
civilized society, it presents a
threat that demands an answer -
and not just television repartee.
William Beecher is the
Globe’s diplomatic correspon- -
dent. -
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